
SPECIAL MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING 
ON THE FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012 BUDGETS OF THE TOWN OF 
PAHRUMP AND THE PAHRUMP SWIMMING POOL DISTRICT 

PAHRUMP TOWN BOARD 
Pahrump Town Annex 

270 N. Highway 160 
Thursday – 6:00 PM 

May 19, 2011 
MINUTES 

PRESENT: 

Town Board:          
Mike Darby 
Vicky Parker        
Carolene Endersby 
Dr. Tom Waters 
Harley Kulkin 

Staff: 
Bill Kohbarger, Town Manager 
Michael Sullivan, Finance Director 
Matt Luis, Building & Grounds Manager 
 

1. Call to Order and pledge of allegiance. 
 
Mike Darby called the meeting to order and lead in the pledge of allegiance. 

 
 
2. Public hearing, discussion, and decision to adopt, amend and adopt, or reject the Final Budgets for 

Fiscal Year 2011/2012 Town of Pahrump and Pahrump Swimming Pool District budgets. 
 
Michael Sullivan spoke about the information which he had brought to the meeting. He also detailed 
the difference between the Town Budget and the Pool District Budget. 

 
Mr. Sullivan continued by detailing information provided in the backup. 

 
Dr. Tom Waters asked what the repercussions would be should the Board choose not to agree to the 
rate increase. 
Mr. Sullivan said the current budget was $3.4 million and if the rate was not approved, the Town 
would need to cut $1.5 million in expenditures. The main source for cutting these expenditures would 
be in staffing numbers and wages. 
Dr. Waters then asked how citizens would be affected if the Board chose to agree to the rate increase. 
Mr. Sullivan explained that the same dollar amount would be collected from taxes in the upcoming 
year as the previous year. The reason for this rate increase was because of the housing market alone. 
Dr. Waters said it appeared as though the Town’s budget had been organized and taken care of much 
better than other government entities which recently had to significantly reduce staff and resources. 
 



Carolene Endersby asked if Capital Outlay Funds were still within the same budgets as they were in 
March. 
Mr. Sullivan confirmed nothing had changed in the Capital Outlay Funds. He spoke of the difference 
between Capital Outlay Funds and Capital Project Funds. 
 
Harley Kulkin addressed the increase in property taxes, explaining how it affected citizens. He also 
spoke of possible cuts if the tax increase was not approved. 
 
Mr. Kulkin motioned to adopt the final budgets for fiscal year 2011/2012 Town of Pahrump and 
Pahrump Swimming Pool District budgets with an added sunset clause to raise the rate from 
.3711 for 12 months and, unless the Board takes action, it will revert to .243. 
 
Vicky Parker stated the sunset clause was not needed because they must address the tax rate every 
year, therefore it was redundant. 
 
Motion died due to lack of a second. 
 
Mrs. Parker motioned to adopt the final budgets for fiscal year 2011/2012 Town of Pahrump 
and Pahrump Swimming Pool District budgets as presented. 
Dr. Waters seconded. 
 
Public comment was heard. 
 
Bill Kohbarger read a letter on record from Warner Ambrose, Budget Analyst for the State of Nevada 
Department of Taxation.  (See attached) 
Dr. Waters said the letter detailed the same information Mr. Ambrose had given him verbally the 
previous day. 
Mr. Kulkin stated the question shouldn’t be who came up with the rate increase, but if the Town 
could survive without it. 
 
Further public comment was heard. 
 
Mr. Darby stated he definitely felt the pain of the citizens and in the course of the last couple years as 
he had spent a year on unemployment before finding a job which resulted in a $9 an hour pay cut. He 
said he could not vote for this motion. 
 
Mr. Kulkin said the economic state of the country was based on citizen voting habits. He added that 
Pahrump was one of the lowest towns in the state for property taxes. If the increase was not approved, 
the general fund would need to be half of what it had been the previous year. He said he would not be 
voting for the motion due to the public reaction and comments, even though he did not agree with 
them in the slightest. 
 
Dr. Waters mentioned citizens would be paying the same amount as before in order to maintain 
services. He added that Board members do not make a salary for sitting on the board but rather it 
costs them. 
 
Mrs. Parker gave figures from the previous two years showing the Town had already cut $1.5 million 
in the budget even though expenses had been going up. 
She also mentioned that salaries had not been raised in two years and that Social Security had been 
raised more recently than Town of Pahrump employees. She noted the population of Pahrump had 



increased, however the number of staff members had not. Not approving this rate increase would 
result in 20% layoffs. 
 
Motion carried, 3-2, with Mr. Darby and Mr. Kulkin voting na y. 

 
3. Discussion and decision regarding approval of Resolution 2011-07 approving the Final Budgets for 

Fiscal Year 2011-2012 for the Town of Pahrump and Pahrump Swimming Pool District, as amended. 
 
Mr. Kohbarger spoke saying the Resolution simply approves Item 2. 
 
Mrs. Parker motioned to approve. 
Mr. Kulkin seconded. 
 
Public comment was heard. 
 
Motion carried, 4-1, with Mr. Darby voting nay. 

 
4. Public Comment: Action may not be taken on matters considered during this period until specifically 

included on an agenda as an action item - NRS 241.020 (2)(C)(3). 
 
No one from the public came forward to comment. 

 
5. Adjournment. 

 
Mr. Darby adjourned the meeting at 7:32pm 




